110.   LETTER TO C. VIJATARAGHAVACHARIA&
February 23, 1919
I appreciate your letter2 and it makes me feel like running
down to Madras immediately, I have been thinking of going there
for a long time. The delicate state of my health has come in the
way, as it still does. But unless the campaign starts immediately
or unless I am obliged to go to Lucknow regarding the Brothers
Ali, I would certainly take earliest opportunity of visiting Madras.
I do feel that unless the Bills arc radically altered in the Select Com-
mittee, resistance of a most stubborn character ought to be
offered, I detest the Bills not so much for their deadliness as for
their being the surest symptom of deep-seated disease from which
the Government of India must be free if we are to enjoy a real
measure of freedom under the Reforms, I hope to write to you
again very soon. We are having a conference of the Gujaratis to-
morrow to consider the question of satyagraha. Passive resis-
tance poorly expresses the meaning conveyed by satyagraha.
From the manuscript of Mahadcv Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai
111.   LETTER TO SOWJA SCHLESIN*
February 23, 1919
It was so good of you to give me credit if only for once for
being business-like* My own opinion of myself is that I am the
most business-like man upon the earth and, so long as no one
can disillusion me, I shall continue to derive pleasure from the
belief and to have a stray certificate from you only adds to the
pleasure, I present you another illustration of my business-likeness.
I know I would wound your vanity, self-esteem, glorious womanli-
ness, whatever you like to call it, by making friend my carrier
instead of a bank, for this very simple purpose of lending you
* 1852-1943; a leading lawyer, and active Congressman; presided over
the Nagpur Congress session, 1920
3 ITiis wa* dated Februaiy 19, and marked Private and urged Gandhiji
to visit a few important centres in southern India.
3 A Jewish girl, steno-typist and Gandhiji's private secretary for many
years in South Africa\ made herself useful to Indian Opinion*, was ardently interest-
ed in the Indian cause